
What to bring on the first day?

Your very best attitude-Keep this with you all year!

6 folders (different colors are helpful)

4 notebooks (different colors are helpful)

2 graphing notebooks for Math-Spiral Bound (if they are not spiral bound they don’t hold up)

4 packages Pencils

2 packages pencil top erasers or single big pink erasers

2 black or blue pen

1 package of pens your color choice can be multi-colored

1 package Dry Erase Markers fine-tipped if possible

Calculator-this is important

1 roll of scotch tape

4 different color highlighters

6 packages sticky notes (different colors)

1 -3 inch 3 ring binder (ONLY if you are a new student to our classroom)

1 package index cards with lines

earbuds or headphones (needed for Chromebook)

Silent Reading Book (needed every day)

A Bible (optional-we do have Bibles in the classroom)

Homework planner * We will be utilizing one of these this year

A pair of inside shoes to be worn inside the school(must have)

Chromebook carrying case for 6th graders or new students to the Big Room

Please no large pencil cases; all items should fit inside the student’s desk

Setting up our notebooks and folders will be a first-day activity.

Getting in touch with Mrs. Bekkering.  The easiest way to contact me is by email

pbekkering64@gmail.com.  However, I do also answer the phone IF I hear it ring (231-313-1414).

mailto:pbekkering64@gmail.com


August 2022

Dear Parents and their Amazing & Fabulous Children,

Summer is flying by too quickly.  I pray everyone is enjoying their break.  We have been apart far too

long already.

In your welcome packet is a list of the items you will need on the first day of school. I know how busy

things can get, so I wanted you to have your shopping list ASAP.  I think they are all pretty standard.  If

you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  If you were in my class last year, you have

your 3-ring binder here already.  I have kept those, and we will continue to utilize these this school year.

New students should bring in a 3-inch three-ring binder so we can begin their portfolio on the first day

of school.

If you have a Chromebook, please bring it with you daily, fully charged, along with earbuds or

headphones. If you are a 6th grader and will be using a Chromebook from the Big Room, you will still

need to bring in your headphones or earbuds.  We utilize Google and Google Classroom for most of our

writing assignments. Students  will be using their personal Google emails so they will be able to make

use of all google items.  I will have all necessary emails and passwords for students on the first day of

school.

We will be jumping right in on the first day, so please be rested and ready to go.  Please bring all your

school supplies on the first day.

I want you to know that I am here for you! (parents & students)  If at any time this year you have a

question, concern, or comment, please feel free to stop in and see me, email me, or call.  I will get back in

touch with you as soon as I can.  (pbekkering64@gmail.com)  It is when we work as a team, Parent,

Student & Teacher that we will make the most of this fantastic year God has blessed us to walk

together.  Please don’t let things go; I want to help in any way I can.  Small issues can become big issues

if they are left to stew in a pot. We are using a Matthew 18: 15-17 philosophy.  15 “If your brother sins

against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained

your brother.16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may

be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell them to

the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax

collector.”

I am looking forward to a peaceful and productive year.

I  am counting the days until we can get started.  I know God will bless this new school year.  I am

looking forward to our adventure together.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Bekkering



Things to know about Mrs. B’s class………

You need to come every day ready to work hard and give me your personal best for that day!  I will promise to do the

same.

We will have a snack in the morning around 9:30-9:45.  Make sure you are adjusting your breakfast habits to

accommodate this time frame.  We will go over snacks and food rules on the first day.  I encourage you to bring a water

bottle every day. I love sweet snacks myself, but know that a healthy snack helps my brain to work better.

Recess is from 11:15-12, followed by lunch from 12:00-12:30. Make sure you always come dressed so you can go outside,

this includes a pair of shoes to be worn outside.  These can not be the same ones you wear inside the building(appropriate

slippers are acceptable).

The Big Room will eat up in our room for lunch.  We will again have Pizza Friday.  If you would like your child to have

pizza on Friday, we ask that the form and money be filled out and handed in by Wednesday. This helps with the

organization and ordering process. The first form is in the welcome packet. The Big Room is responsible for this first

month of pizza.  We continue to ask that all students come with the necessary silverware and eating containers for items

they have in their lunch. Water bottles are also strongly encouraged to cut down on waste. We are trying to be good

stewards of our resources and our environment.

Spelling-We will have lessons and new spelling words on most full weeks of school. Every Friday we will have both a

vocabulary and spelling test.

Homework: It is my goal to keep homework to a minimum. I want you to be able to enjoy your children when they get

home.  I believe family time is crucial.  Regularly, I don’t expect there to be more than 30 minutes of homework daily, in

addition to the 30 minutes of reading required every night.  If there is a great deal more than this, it could be that your

child is not using his or her time as wisely as they should be, during their work time at school. Exceptions to this might be

when there is a larger project to complete, or a final draft might need to be proofed and typed.  If your child has diligently

worked on his or her homework for 30 minutes at home, write me a short note or email, letting me know a substantial

effort was given to complete their work. The exception to this will be if they have procrastinated and waited until the last

minute for larger projects.  In most cases, extra time will not be given for monthly work such as Bible Blog and Word of

the Month.  These assignments the students will have an entire month to complete, waiting until the last minute will have

been their choice, and lots of work will be a natural consequence.    For other items, we will make arrangements for extra

work time to complete the unfinished homework. This might be during part of their recess, which is not a punishment in

any way; it is just a part of the day where I can give your child that extra work time.  They will always be allowed to enjoy

½ of their outside playtime.

Late Homework: Will always be allowed to be completed late for ½ credit instead of a ZERO which can really bring

down a grade.  Work not completed will have a zero as a score.   This will be your child’s choice. I will not hunt them

down for these incomplete assignments.

These middle school years in the Big Room are all about the student OWNING their learning.  Completing and turning

assignments in on time is the student’s responsibility; this includes making up work if they are ill or at an appointment.



Questions about our year????

This year will be busy and exciting.  Below I have shared some tips to get our year off to a fantastic

start!

Attendance and promptness: You can’t learn if you are not here.  Please be at school and on time every

day. We start class at eight sharp every morning, and I don’t want anyone to miss a thing. On certain

weeks your child may have flag duty, this must be done before the school day starts.  Our morning time

is spent quietly working on school work, getting help from Mrs. B, and generally getting organized for

the day. This is not a chat/visit time.

To my Fabulous students: Your learning is your responsibility. Excuses that mom or dad didn’t do

something, will not be accepted.  This is your schoolwork and your job!

Homework: will be assigned as needed throughout the year. There will be monthly work handed out on

the first of the month and these will be due at the end of the month. Spelling and vocabulary work will

be due every week on Thursdays.

Thirty minutes of reading per night is expected of everyone.

Get plenty of rest and eat a good breakfast!

Respect for others and yourself at all times is a MUST!

Technology: if you have a phone, please keep it in your locker.  If you have an iPad or tablet and wish to

bring it for school purposes, you are encouraged to do so.  However, if at any time you are choosing to

use an app that is not classroom necessary or appropriate, the technology will sit on my desk for the

remainder of the day!  Repeat offenses will require additional consequences.

Questions are excellent and strongly encouraged!

Having FUN is very important. I love games, riddles, puzzles, and jokes.  Let’s make sure we find

something to laugh about every day. (Hopefully not always Mrs. B)

Cooperation and Compromise: We won't survive if we don’t all agree to support one another.

Approach all we do, every day, wanting to have our works be pleasing to God.

Friday Folders: Great communication between school and home.  Please look for these folders, check

to make sure you have all the important notes and information from me, and send back anything you need

to let me know. Friday folders are returned on Monday.

Your child should have a homework planner. I will be checking these most days for the first nine weeks

to make sure we get into a good habit. Please check at home to make sure work is being completed.

Homework is also posted on ClassDojo almost every night.

A Missed day of school. If your child has to miss school for any reason, we will keep track of items they

will need to complete for a grade.  They will have two days to complete and hand in work for a full credit

for each day missed.  So if your child is gone on Monday, they will collect homework when they return

on Tuesday.  This work would be due on Friday morning.



Missed assignments are the student's responsibility. Assignments that were handed out before

absences or long-term assignments are due on their due date regardless of missed days, including snow

days.

Electronic assignments (Google Classroom) should be submitted on their due date even if a student is

absent.

Please don’t forget to contact the school if your child will be absent.  We worry!!!



Dear Amazing Students in the Big Room,

I have been praying for you all summer long!  I hope that you have had a fabulous summer and will be

ready to return to me in September.

I know it is silly, but I miss you, and we have been apart for far too long. I can’t believe we last saw each

other in May!

For those of you that are new to the Big Room, I have been anxious to get to know you and get started

with our new year together.  I will do everything I can to help you settle into a new routine.  We will

learn together,  and you will be fine!

I have three pieces of homework for you...Yes, three...

On our first day together, along with all your school supplies, I am asking that you come with two items.

The first item should be something that has to do with an activity you did this summer, think outside the

box, and be creative.  We will be using this item for a writing project during our first week together. The

second item should be a Bible verse. This verse can be one of your all-time favorites or one that just

really jumped out at you this summer.  We will be doing something with this item during our first week

together.  Have the verse written down or memorized.  The Bible verse is homework, so you should

have it with you when you walk in the door. For returning students, please choose a verse you have not

done in the past.

In the Big Room, we move fast and cover a lot of ground every day!  If you ever struggle with anything,

please know that I am here for you.  I won't do your work for you.  I won't accept excuses.  I won't ever

lower the bar.  BUT I will work alongside you to allow you to thrive and grow in every way possible.

I know God is going to bless us all in our work every day.

The third request is that when you get this, would you; please send me a quick "Hello" email.  Ask me

anything, if you have any questions or worries at all ...pbekkering64@gmail.com or just say hello. I am

anxious to see who is following directions.

Impatiently waiting,

Mrs. Bekkering





Dear Wonderful Families,

I am sending out your back-to-school packets so you can get yourself settled at your convenience.

Please read all paperwork carefully. There is a note specifically for your student with homework for the

first day. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Our back-to-school picnic date is set for August 20 at Ebenezer.  I will send out information via Class

Dojo as soon as I have more information.

We will start school on Tuesday, September 6.

This year as an additional communication tool the Big Room will be using Class Dojo.  I have sent login

information to you in this packet.  Let me know if you have any issues.  This is also where nightly

homework will be posted.  This was an amazing tool last year.  Please check your emails daily for these

posts.

There will be a parent meeting on September 12 at 6:30 PM.  This is for the Middle and Big room

families only. The meeting will not be long but will cover some important classroom information. The

Middle Room families meet from 6:00-6:25.  The Big Room parents will meet from 6:30-7.

I continue to pray for you all,

Mrs. B


